Acromegaly and heart failure: revisions of the growth hormone/insulin-like growth factor axis and its relation to the cardiovascular system.
Cardiomyopathy is a major cause of death in overt acromegaly. Recent progress in research has increasingly revealed the molecular mechanisms concerning growth hormone and insulin-like growth factor in the development of heart failure. In this article, we propose mechanisms according to which heart failure occurs, and we aim to extrapolate this knowledge to more general processes involved in heart failure.